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1.

Describe the issue under consideration

1.1

To consider and comment on the Council’s 2020/21 Draft Budget / 5-year
Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS) 2020/21 – 2024/25 proposals
relating to the Scrutiny Panels’ remit.

2.

Recommendations

2.1

That the Panels consider and provide recommendations to Overview and
Scrutiny Committee (OSC), on the 2020/21 Draft Budget/MTFS 2020/212024/25 and proposals relating to the Scrutiny Panel’s remit.

3.

Background information

3.1

The Council’s Overview and Scrutiny Procedure Rules (Constitution, Part 4,
Section G) state: “The Overview and Scrutiny Committee shall undertake
scrutiny of the Council’s budget through a Budget Scrutiny process. The
procedure by which this operates is detailed in the Protocol covering the
Overview and Scrutiny Committee”.

3.2

Also laid out in this section is that “the Chair of the Budget Scrutiny Review
process will be drawn from among the opposition party Councillors sitting on
the Overview and Scrutiny Committee. The Overview and Scrutiny Committee

shall not be able to change the appointed Chair unless there is a vote of no
confidence as outlined in Article 6.5 of the Constitution”.
4.

Overview and Scrutiny Protocol

4.1

The Overview and Scrutiny Protocol lays out the process of Budget Scrutiny
and includes the following points:
a. The budget shall be scrutinised by each Scrutiny Review Panel, in their
respective areas. Their reports shall go to the OSC for approval. The
areas of the budget which are not covered by the Scrutiny Review Panels
shall be considered by the main OSC.
b. A lead OSC member from the largest opposition group shall be
responsible for the co-ordination of the Budget Scrutiny process and
recommendations made by respective Scrutiny Review Panels relating to
the budget.
c. Overseen by the lead member referred to in paragraph 4.1.b, each
Scrutiny Review Panel shall hold a meeting following the release of the
December Cabinet report on the new Draft Budget/MTFS. Each Panel
shall consider the proposals in this report, for their respective areas. The
Scrutiny Review Panels may request that the Cabinet Member for Finance
and/or Senior Officers attend these meetings to answer questions.
d. Each Scrutiny Review Panel shall submit their final budget scrutiny report
to the OSC meeting in January containing their recommendations/proposal
in respect of the budget for ratification by the OSC.
e. The recommendations from the Budget Scrutiny process, ratified by the
OSC, shall be fed back to Cabinet. As part of the budget setting process,
the Cabinet will clearly set out its response to the recommendations/
proposals made by the OSC in relation to the budget.

5.

2020/21 Draft Budget/5 year Medium Term Financial Strategy (MTFS)
2020/21 – 2024/25

5.1

The MTFS agreed by Council in February 2019 recognised a budget gap of
£13.1m in 2020/21 that would need to be closed through further budget
reductions. The proposed 2020/21 new budget reductions required to help
close this gap of £5.5m in 2020/21 (rising to £10.4m by 2024/25) are now
presented for scrutiny.

5.2

The reason that the required level of budget reduction for 2020/21 has
reduced compared to the February forecast is partly due to the
announcements in the Spending Round 2019 (SR19). This confirmed social
care funding at 2019/20 levels for 2020/21 as well as circa £5m additional
funding. This level of Government funding had not been assumed in the last
MTFS presented to Cabinet in February 2019. The Live Budgeting approach
also contributed, as the Cabinet meeting in July 2019 approved a package of
Invest to Save proposals put forward by the Children’s service. This
contributed budget reductions of £1.3m to the 2020/21 gap.

5.3

Even with the budget reduction options set out in Appendix C being approved
when the budget is finalised in February, the draft 2020/21 Budget presented
to Cabinet on 10th December 2019 still has a gap of £0.6m. Work continues to
identify options to bridge this before the final Budget/ MTFS is submitted to
Cabinet and Council in February 2020.

5.4

Based on the draft 2020/21 Budget/MTFS 2020-2025, further budget
reductions of £23.2m will need to be identified across the period 2021/222024-25 as highlighted in Appendix B.

5.5

This meeting is asked to consider the proposals relating to the services within
its remit and to make draft recommendations to be referred to the Overview
and Scrutiny Committee on 23rd January 2020 for discussion, prior to
approval and referral to Cabinet for consideration in advance of the Full
Council meeting on 24th February 2020. For reference the remit of each
Scrutiny Panel is as follows:


Housing & Economy Priorities - Housing and Regeneration Scrutiny
Panel



Place Priority - Environment and Community Safety Scrutiny Panel



People (Children) Priority – Children and Young People Scrutiny
Panel



People (Adults) Priority – Adult and Health Scrutiny Panel



Your Council Priority – Overview and Scrutiny Committee

5.6

Appendix (i). provides a summary of the draft General Fund 2020/21 Budget
/ MTFS 2020/2025 by priority area.

5.7

Appendix (ii). provides details of the new revenue and capital budget
proposals. A summary is provided, followed by detailed information for each
proposal. Any invest to save revenue proposal dependent on capital or
flexible use of capital receipts for successful delivery has been clearly
identified in the summary.

5.8

The then then Secretary of State for the Department for Communities and
Local Government issued guidance in March 2016, giving local authorities
greater freedoms over how capital receipts can be used to finance
expenditure. The direction allows for the following expenditure to be financed
by utilising capital receipts:
“Expenditure on any project that is designed to generate ongoing revenue
savings in the delivery of public services and/or transform service delivery to
reduce costs and/or transform service delivery in a way that reduces costs or
demand for services in future years for any of the public sector delivery
partners.”

6.

Contribution to strategic outcomes

6.1

The Budget Scrutiny process for 2020/21 will contribute to strategic outcomes
relating to all Council priorities.

7.

Statutory Officers comments
Finance

7.1

There are no financial implications arising directly from this report. Should any
of the work undertaken by Overview and Scrutiny generate recommendations
with financial implications then these will be highlighted at that time.
Legal

7.2

There are no immediate legal implications arising from this report.

7.3

In accordance with the Council’s Constitution (Part 4, Section G), the
Overview and Scrutiny Committee should undertake scrutiny of the Council’s
budget through a Budget Scrutiny process. The procedure by which this
operates is detailed in the Protocol, which is outside the Council’s constitution,
covering the Overview and Scrutiny Committee.
Equality

7.4

The draft Borough Plan sets out the Council’s overarching commitment to
tackling poverty and inequality and to working towards a fairer Borough.

7.5

The Council is also bound by the Public Sector Equality Duty under the
Equality Act (2010) to have due regard to the need to:


Eliminate discrimination, harassment and victimisation and any other
conduct prohibited under the Act



Advance equality of opportunity between people who share those
protected characteristics and people who do not



Foster good relations between people who share those characteristics
and people who do not.

7.6

The three parts of the duty applies to the following protected characteristics:
age, disability, gender reassignment, pregnancy/maternity, race, religion/faith,
sex and sexual orientation. Marriage and civil partnership status applies to the
first part of the duty.

7.7

The Council has designed the proposals in this report with reference to the
aims of the Borough Plan to reduce poverty and inequality. The Council is
committed to protecting frontline services wherever we can and the budget
proposals have focused as far as possible on delivering efficiencies or
increasing income, rather than reduction in services.

7.8

As plans are developed further, each area will assess the equality impacts
and potential mitigating actions in more detail. Final EQIAs will be published
alongside decisions on specific proposals.

7.9

Any comments received will be taken into consideration and included in the
Budget report presented to Cabinet on 11th February 2020.

8.

Use of Appendices
Appendix (i). – 5-year Draft General Fund Budget (2020-21) / Medium Term
Financial Strategy (2020/21 – 2024/25) - Cabinet 10th
December 2019
Appendix (ii). – 2020 (New) Budget Proposals

9.

Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985
Background papers: 2020/21 Draft Budget / 5-year MTFS (2020/21 –
2024/25) -Cabinet 10th December 2019

Appendix (i). – Haringey Draft General Fund and Medium Term Financial Plan

Appendix (ii). – 2020 (New) Budget Proposals


Housing & Economy Priorities - Housing and Regeneration Scrutiny
Panel



Place Priority - Environment and Community Safety Scrutiny Panel



People (Children) Priority – Children and Young People Scrutiny Panel



People (Adults) Priority – Adult and Health Scrutiny Panel



Your Council Priority – Overview and Scrutiny Committee

