MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CABINET MEMBER
SIGNING HELD ON FRIDAY, 18TH JANUARY, 2019, 12:00
PRESENT:
Councillors: Elin Weston
80.

FILMING AT MEETINGS
Noted.

81.

APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
None.

82.

URGENT BUSINESS
None.

83.

DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

84.

SCHOOLS FUNDING FORMULA 2019/20
The Cabinet Member for Children and Families considered a report which sought approval for
changes to the Council’s local schools funding formula for the 2019-20 financial year in line
with the Schools National Funding Formula set out by the Department for Education (DfE).
Following consultation by the Council with all maintained schools and academy schools in the
borough, Schools Forum asked the Council to continue the existing local school funding
formula. However, given the nature of the funding settlement, a number of adjustments are
required to the local funding formula for the 2019-20 financial year, and these are set out in
the recommendations below.
Following approval, the funding allocation for the year 2019-20 must then be submitted to the
Education and Skills Funding Agency (ESFA) via the Authority proforma tool (APT) by 21
January 2019.
RESOLVED that:

Following agreement at Schools Forum on the principles for distributing the 2019-20
Schools Block funding, the following changes to the local schools funding formula for
the 2019-20 financial year shall be approved:
(a)
(b)
(c)
(d)

revise the Growth Fund to £922k
transfer 0.25% out of the Schools Block into the High Needs Block
set the Minimum Funding Guarantee (MFG) at +0.2% per pupil
after which, if there was a surplus, to move any further amounts necessary to
increase the amount to be transferred from the Schools Block into the High
Needs Block up to the maximum of 0.5% permissible.

Alongside these changes to the formula, it should be noted that Schools Forum has agreed to
transfer 0.25% (£490k) from the Schools Block to the High Needs Block.
The Council’s Schools Forum has set Growth Fund’s to £922k for 2019-20 to enable local
authorities to respond where significant growth in pupil numbers occurs in-year and is not
immediately recognised by the lagged funding system.
Reasons for decision
The Council is legally required to set the local schools funding formula and must submit this to
the ESFA by 21st January 2019.
The recommended changes to the local funding formula follow:
(a)
(b)

(c)

Consultation with schools on their preferred option (based on initial modelling from
ESFA, which has since been revised) in November 2018.
Discussion at Schools Forum in early December 2018, where the principles
underpinning how the funding formula should operate were agreed and minuted in light
of the response to the consultation.
The final allocations have been agreed at December 2018 School Forum. The final
school budget allocations are presented to the Schools Forum on 17th January 2019 for
their approval.

Alternative options considered
Following consultation with the Schools Forum on 18th October 2018, all schools in Haringey
were consulted on the proposed changes for 2019-20 to the Council’s Schools Funding
Formula, with a deadline of 1 pm on 20th November 2018 for responses from Head teachers
and Chairs of Governors. The following table shows 3 available options and total responses
received for all three options – based on modelling of the Schools Block with the latest
available information – were consulted upon:
TABLE A(i)
Question: Which is your Option
A
preferred option?
+0.4% MFG
and
0%
transfer
to
HNB

Option
B
+0.2% MFG
and
0.25%
transfer
to
HNB

Option C 0.1% MFG and
0.5% transfer
to HNB

Head teacher Votes

10

5

0

Chair of Governors Votes

1

0

1

Total Votes

11

5

1

Option
B
+0.2% MFG
and
0.25%
transfer
to

Option C 0.1% MFG and
0.5% transfer
to HNB

MFG = Minimum Funding Guarantee
HNB = High Needs Funding Block

TABLE A(ii)
Financial Implications of Option
A
each option
+0.4% MFG
and
0%
transfer
to

HNB

HNB

MFG

£0.8m

£0.4m

£0.2m

HNB

0

£0.5m

£1m

Despite the consultation supporting Option A, when it met in December Schools Forum
accepted Option B in order to support the High Needs Block. It was also recognised that
further work would be needed to reach the final funding formula once the ESFA confirmed the
final allocation.

85.

NEW ITEMS OF URGENT BUSINESS
None.

CHAIR:
Signed by Chair ………………………………..
Date …………………………………
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