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NO. 
 

SUBJECT/ DECISION 

ACTION 

BY 

 
CSPPAC.

01  

 

APOLOGY FOR ABSENCE (Agenda It em  1) 

 

An apo logy for  absence w as subm it t ed by Councillo r  Davies. 

 

 

 

CSPPAC.
02  

 

MINUTES (Agenda It em  4 ) 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

That  t he m inut es of  t he m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee held 

on 25 March 2010 be conf irm ed and signed. 

 

 

 

 

 
HLDMS 

CSPPAC.

03  

 

TERMS OF REFERENCE (Report  o f  t he Assist ant  Chief  Execut ive-

People and Organisat ional Developm ent  - Agenda It em  5) 

 

We not ed t hat  w hen t he Com m it t ee w as est ab lished in  Apr il 

2009 it  had been agreed t hat  it s t erm s of  reference w ould  be 

t he sub ject  o f  a review  by t he Cabinet  Mem ber for  Children ’s 

Services af t er  one year ’s operat ion and t hat  t he view s of  t he 

Com m it t ee had been invit ed. 

 

We also not ed t hat  as t he m em bersh ip o f  t he Com m it t ee had, 

w it h  t he except ion o f  t he Independent  Mem ber, changed 

com plet ely Mem bers w ere o f  t he view  t hat  t hey should  be 

g iven m ore t im e t o  consider  t he Com m it t ee’s purview  before 

com m ent ing. In  t h is cont ext  w e w ere rem inded of  the view of 
the Committee which had been reported to the Cabinet that its reporting 
mechanisms and influence should be higher within the Council structure 
and to this end it should report direct to full Council to ensure that 
information was better disseminated to all Councillors. 
 
It was confirmed that the quorum of the Committee was three. 
 

RESOLVED: 

 

That  considerat ion o f  t he repor t  be deferred t o  t he next  

m eet ing o f  t he Com m it t ee. 
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04  

 

ROLE OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE AND THE INDEPENDENT 

MEMBER  (Report  of  t he Independent  Social Work Consult ant  

and Independent  Panel Mem ber - Agenda It em  6) 

 

We not ed t hat  t he Committee had been established to enable a more 

detailed examination of the work of children’s services and ensure that 
Members had some understanding of key child protection issues. Also to 
ensure that Members had confidence in the safeguarding     
arrangements and practice in Haringey and had developed a range of 
questions which enabled them to consider all aspects of safeguarding 
and which could be shared with other Members. In addition to the 

background information and details of the w ork undert aken by t he 

Com m it t ee t o  dat e and t he ro le o f  t he Independent  Mem ber.  

 

Wit h  regard t o  fu t ure w ork p lans, w e asked t hat  in  addit ion t o 

t he suggest ions cont ained in  t he paper a repor t  be subm it t ed  

t o  t he Com m it t ee on t he Cent ral Governm ent ’s proposals in 

relat ion t o  t he w ork o f  child ren ’s services includ ing t he 

possib le abo lit ion  of  Children ’s Trust s and t he im plicat ions t h is 

m ight  have.   

 

RESOLVED: 

 

1. That  approval be grant ed t o  a fu t ure w ork program m e 

for  t he Com m it t ee com pr ising t he fo llow ing elem ent s – 

• The ro le o f  t he Com m on Assessm ent  Fram ew ork 

and an aud it  o f  all t he cases referred t o  t he 

Com m on Assessm ent  Fram ew ork Panel on a 

par t icu lar  dat e in  June so t hat  t he cases m ight  be 

review ed at  our  Oct ober  m eet ing; 

• The relat ionsh ip  bet w een Children and Adult  Social 

Care Services, part icu lar ly in  respect  o f  young 

people w ho had been t he sub ject  o f  ch ild 

pro t ect ion p lans and w ere vu lnerab le young adult s; 

• An audit  o f  ch ild ren know n t o  t he po lice as living in 

households w here dom est ic vio lence w as a feat ure.   

2. That , in  add it ion t o  t he elem ent s set  out  in  1 above, 

o f f icers be request ed t o  br ing forw ard br ief ings about  

t he new  First  Response arrangem ent s and jo in t  w ork 

w it h  o t her  agencies. 

3. That  t he Com m it t ee also receive br ief ings about  

assessm ent  and t he ch ild  pro t ect ion and safeguard ing 

agenda f rom  t he Independent  Mem ber and o t her 
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05  

 

SAFEGUARDING AND SUPPORT (Report  o f  t he Head of  Service 

Safeguard ing and Support  - Agenda It em  7) 

 

We received a present at ion and not ed t hat  children’s services 
across the country had experienced an increase in the number of 
children and young people subject to Child Protection Plans but that the 
increase had been particularly acute in Haringey. 
 
We were informed that 117 children under 5 were subject to Child 
Protection Plans in the Borough and they were particularly vulnerable 
due to their age and development. Over 300 children and young people 
were subject to Child in Need Plans and the plans for these children and 
young people were managed through multi-agency reviews by workers 
within the Safeguarding and Support Service. Where any child or young 
person was subject to a Child Protection Plan or Child in Need Plan and 
their circumstances changed so as to place them at risk of significant 
harm, social workers in the service worked with the Council’s Child Care 
Legal Team and the Police to ensure they were protected including by 
removing them from the parents where necessary. 
 
We also noted the structure of the teams in Safeguarding and Support 
and that the teams worked with other agencies across the Borough, 
especially Community Midwifery, Health Visiting, Police and schools to 
ensure children and young people were safe and had the right services 
delivered at the right time. We were further informed that a range of 
procedures had been implemented to support practitioners and 
managers within the service and that audit and quality control processes 
were in place to ensure best practice and management oversight were 
carried out across all cases. 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

1. That  t he repor t  be not ed and a fur t her  updat e be 

brought  back t o  t he Com m it t ee in  six m ont hs t im e. 

2. That  Com m it t ee Mem bers be provided w it h  a copy o f  t he 

present at ion. 
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FIRST RESPONSE (Report  o f  t he Head of  Service, First  Response  

- Agenda It em  8) 

 

We received a present at ion and not ed the service provided by First 
Response and the process by which referrals relating to Children and  
Young People living in Haringey and believed to either be in need of 
support or at risk of harm were managed and the appropriate action 
taken. 

 
With regard to current referral rates and workload, we received tabulated 
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information for 2009/10 with comparisons carried out with three inner 
London boroughs which had revealed that compared with our statistical 
neighbours Haringey received a high number of contacts into the 
service. The relatively low percentage shown that moved to referral 
related to a high number of police reports received which did not meet 
the threshold for children’s social care.  We asked that officers supply 
Committee members with details of the threshold guidance.  
 
We also noted that the low annual conversation rate from referral to 
assessment reflected the significant amount of backlog work undertaken 
in 2009/10 and demonstrated the sustained improvement in the service 
over the year with the conversion rate from referral to assessment 
standing at 61.2%. 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

1. That  t he repor t  be not ed. 

2. That  Com m it t ee Mem bers be provided w it h  a copy o f  t he 

present at ion  
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DATES OF FUTURE MEETINGS 

 

RESOLVED: 

 

1. That the dates of Committee meeting dates for the 2010/11 
municipal year be noted. 

 
2. That officers, in consultation with the Chair, explore the possibility 

of bringing forward the next scheduled meeting from 4 October to 
a date in September 2010. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
HLDMS 
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08 
OTHER BUSINESS 

 

a. Local Safeguarding Children Board Meetings 
 

In response to a question about possible attendance by 
Committee Members at meetings of the Local Children 
Safeguarding Board, Hilary Corrick indicated that she would seek 
clarification of the position from Sarah Peel (LSCB Training 
Officer). Hilary Corrick indicated that she would also check and 
advise on the date on which the Overview and Scrutiny 
Committee would be reviewing child protection. 
 

b. Next Meeting 
 

That the next meeting be given over to the ro le o f  t he 

Com m on Assessm ent  Fram ew ork and an audit  o f  all t he 

cases referred t o  t he Com m on Assessm ent  Fram ew ork 

 

 

 

 
Hilary 
Corrick 
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Panel on a par t icular  dat e in June and t hat  Alison Bot ham  

(Chair  o f  t he CAF Panel) be invit ed t o  at t end. 
 

 

The m eet ing ended at  21:00 hours. 

 

REG RICE 

Chair  

 

 


