Agenda item: [ ]

" Planning Committee On 8" March 2010

Report Title: Legal Services report on outcome of Planning Enforcement cases from
1 April 2009 to February 2010.

Report of: John Suddaby, Head of Legal Services.

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Planning Committee

1. Purpose

To inform the Committee of the outcome of cases that had been referred to Legal Services
by the Planning Enforcement Team — these outcomes are for the period 1 April 2009 to
February 2010.

2. Summary

At the Appendix to this report a spreadsheet can be found detailing the properties against
which enforcement action has been taken and which were concluded by Legal Services
between 1 April 2009 to February 2010.

During this period 31 cases were concluded. Of those cases 8 resulted in a conviction, 16
in a simple caution being offered to the defendant, 5 were withdrawn when new evidence
came to light, 1 was withdrawn once initial advice had been provided and 1 was withdrawn
as a Certificate of Lawfulness had been issued by the Council.

It is important to note that despite the ability to continually prosecute property owners they
may still continue to fail to comply with an Enforcement Notice. The Magistrates’ Court
has no power to order compliance by a Defendant. Therefore, Simple Cautions are
sometimes used when the defendant puts right the breach, admits their guilt and often
pays a contribution towards the legal costs incurred by the Planning Enforcement Team.
When a Simple Caution is signed the prosecution is withdrawn.

Of the 16 cautions offered during this financial year we are informed by the Planning
Enforcement Manager that £15,000 was received by the Planning Enforcement Team
towards their legal costs incurred.

The amount of costs recovered for Planning Enforcement breaches from the Courts and
paid to that team was approximately £28,000 in this financial year to date.

3. Recommendations
That the report be noted.
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4. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985

Legal staff and background documents are located at Alexandra House, 10 Station
Road, London N22 7TR.

Report Authorised by: ........L 272 S ﬂf““ ..................................
Bernie Ryan
Assistant Head of Legal Services (Corporate and Litigation)

Contact Officer: Joyce Golder, Deputy Principal Lawyer, Legal Services — Phone
0208 489 3803 (before 26" February 2010), Kerry Mure Legal Services — Phone
0208 489 2751 (after 26™ February 2010)
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APPENDIX A

SPREADSHEET DETAILING OUTCOME OF PLANNING ENFORCEMENT
CASES FROM 1 APRIL 2009 TO FEBRUARY 2010
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