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OBJECTION 1: 
 
2024-T14 

The text below this email is my consultation response to be added to the 2024-T14 statutory 
record. 
Kind regards 
 
I object to the proposed installation of two stretches of double yellow lines on the Cranley 
Gardens highway for 5 metres outside 2 Treeside Place and for 8 metres outside 3 / 4 Treeside 
Place crossovers. Both should be cancelled for the following reasons: 

1. There is no problem which needs to be solved. 
 
I have lived in Cranley Gardens for 28 years. The 2, 3 and 4 Treeside Place houses 
have been built where previously there had been a garden centre. That garden centre 
business used both off-street and on-street parking for its customers and also, frequent 
deliveries including HGVs. A white line across the drop kerb for its vehicle entrance was 
ample for its purposes. It’s perverse to suggest that what was sufficient for the comings 
and goings of a garden centre business is not also sufficient for the now owner-
occupied houses called 2, 3 and 4 Treeside Place, which replace it. 
 
I have investigated whether installing extra double yellow lines in response to owner 
occupiers’ requests is appropriate or not. See point 9 for the evidence I’ve gathered. It 
demonstrates that introducing double yellow lines for crossovers to 2 and 3 / 4 Treeside 
Place is not appropriate. 
 
The maxim ‘if it isn’t broken don’t fix it’ applies in the No 2 and No 3 / 4 Treeside Place 
case. 

2. The Public Notice is not factually correct. It states “To replace the existing white line 
markings with Double Yellow Lines outside No 2 Treeside Place for 5 metres and 
outside No 3 / 4 Treeside Place for 8 metres” as the description of the work. It is a 
matter of fact however, that there are not existing white line markings outside either of 
the sites. The Public Notice should therefore be deemed invalid. 

3. Haringey Council wrote “I can confirm that the proposed double yellow lines are 
approximately the same length as the pre-existing white bar markings. They are likely to 
be slightly longer to ensure the accesses are kept clear of vehicle over hang obstructing 
accessibility”. (23/5/2024 email Andy Bourke, Parking Policy & Projects Manager to 
another consultee) 

That Haringey Council as Local Highways Authority is using language like they “likely to 
be slightly longer” suggests that the proposal has not been designed in full detail, and 
that in any event, detail doesn’t matter. Given that on-street parking amenity which is 
valuable for the rest of the community is at stake here, I strongly object to this casual, 
unprofessional approach by the Local Highways Authority. 

4. “They are likely to be slightly longer to ensure the accesses are kept clear of vehicle 
over hang obstructing accessibility.” (23/5/2024 email Andy Bourke, Parking Policy & 
Projects Manager to another consultee, highlight added to emphasise the relevant 
phrase) 

Parking on double yellow lines would be enforceable if any part of a vehicle over hung 
the double yellow line. Accordingly, “to ensure the accesses are kept clear of vehicle 
over hang obstructing accessibility” should not serve as grounds for introducing longer 
lines than the pre-existing ones. 



There can be no grounds for the proposed double yellow lines not being equal lengths to 
the corresponding pre-existing white H bar markings. 

5. “Slightly longer” lines will mean slightly less on-street parking spaces at this location 
which would disadvantage the wider community. 

6. The scope of 2024-T14 in Cranley Gardens is attributed to Haringey Council having 
received requests from the residents to have double yellow lines introduced. “Up to Late 
2023 the white bar markings were present on Cranley Road when we received requests 
from residents of these properties to have double yellow lines introduced as they were 
experiencing problems with people obstructing their access to off street 

parking.” (14/5/2024 email Andy Bourke, Parking Policy & Projects Manager to another 
consultee). The Parking Policy and Project Manager’s email also included a photograph 
showing that the pre-existing white line outside the crossover for 2 Treeside Place was 
worn away. 
 
Receiving a request for double yellow lines on the public highway from owner-occupiers 
should not form the basis for Haringey Council as Local Highways Authority accepting 
that request and also deciding to lengthen the lines without thoroughly investigating 
whether there is in fact a problem. 

7. “In late 2023 the road was resurfaced which the white bar markings were not replaced at 
our request as it may have been abortive work that could potentially be replaced by the 
proposed yellow line restrictions.” (14/5/2024 email Andy Bourke, Parking Policy & 
Projects Manager to another consultee, highlight added to emphasise the relevant 
phrase) 

It would have been expedient and reasonable to repaint the white bars by the two 
crossovers in this proposal at the time when other line markings on the street were 
reinstated following the resurfacing works. 

8. “The Council receives many requests to introduce new, or to amend existing parking 
restrictions to address concerns relating to parking pressures including inconsiderate 
and obstructive parking. These concerns may originate from a variety of sources such 
as residents, businesses, elected representatives, community groups and other public 
service providers, or the emergency services.” (Description section of the online 
consultation) 
I strongly object if all residents have to do is send a request for a new double yellow line 
to Haringey Council and they’ll get a longer and double yellow line on demand without 
investigation by the Local Highways Authority to ensure that the request merits the 
intervention. In this case white H bar markings had served well for many years and 
would normally have been repainted anyway in the course of the 2023 highway 
resurfacing work. 

9. Investigation is necessary and should have been carried out by Haringey Council. My 
home overlooks both the proposed double yellow lines for Treeside Place residents and 
I surveyed from 9th to 27th May to record incidents I witnessed of parking where the 
white H bar markings used to be. Here are my findings: 

Parking across drop kerbs 
of Treeside Place 
houses 2 and 3 / 4 
9th May to 27th May 
No lines painted on 
highway 

Number of incidents of 
vehicles being parked where 
white H bars used to be. 

2 Treeside Place, N10 3AR 0 

3 Treeside Place, N10 3AR 0 

4 Treeside Place, N10 3AR 0 

I am at home much of the time and so managed frequent sampling many times daily 
during the survey period. Haringey Council’s statement “Inconsiderate and obstructive 
parking can be a cause of concern to road users of all types.” (Description section of the 
online consultation) would be relevant to the request for the introduction of double yellow 



lines if inconsiderate and obstructive parking was occurring. During the period of my 
survey however, I witnessed zero incidence of this. And I emphasise, this survey was 
carried out at a time when no line markings were present by the two crossovers as 
Cranley Gardens as recently been resurfaced. 

10. The position is that at the top of Cranley Gardens there is demand for on-street parking 
mainly for cars which are brought to and parked at the top of Cranley Gardens for a 
variety of reasons. In addition to residents’ cars, their visitors and visitors to the 
businesses at the parade of shops on Muswell Hill Road, and users of Highgate Wood 
also use these parking spaces. The on-street parking amenity is therefore an asset to 
many stakeholders. 

11. It is foreseeable that demand for on-street parking at the top end of Cranley Gardens 
will increase once flats on Home for Haringey’s Cranwood site are occupied. Future 
residents there who will be in social housing will also be disadvantaged. 
 

In summary, on-street parking is a valuable asset because it enables different users to share 
the same spaces. Whilst I see no problem in installing double yellow lines for safety (such as 
around corners), installing double yellow lines on request by individual residents would be 
inappropriate. The pre-existing white lines worked fine for over a decade, and my investigation 
demonstrates that even with no white lines marking the crossovers, the assertion that the 
residents have a problem is incorrect. It is perverse that the Local Highways Authority would 
despite an absence of evidence of need, provide longer double yellow lines outside the 
crossovers to residents off-street parking on demand. 
 
To be clear, I would have no objection to replacement of the previously existing white H lines to 
mark these crossovers. That would be more neighbourly, and I would ask Haringey Council to 
reconsider and withdraw the proposal for introducing double yellow lines. 
 
Comment 1: 
The historical solid white parking lines are not enforceable parking controls. 
 
White parking lines were historically in place to notify of the presence of dropped kerbs  
The Council received a resident request for the installation of double yellow lines to enable 
better enforcement to stop vehicles obstructing their off street access. 
 
The double yellow line has been proposed to ensure safe access to the driveways of 2 and 3-4 
Treeside Place. With the presence of a dropped kerb it is important for the council to ensure this 
kerb is kept clear of any obstructing vehicles as requested by residents of these properties 
The proposed double yellow lines have been proposed at a narrower width (50mm) to ensure 
they are inline with the road markings of the Muswell Hill area. 
 
The Council has a duty under the RTRA 1984 and TMA 2004 to ensure safe and secure access 
and free movement on the public highway and to ensure clear access to off street parking. 
Resident requests notes that their access has been obstructed many times and whilst we 
appreciate your observations we note this is over short period of time and may not capture 
events that have happened previously. 
 
White bar markings are no longer supported by the Council and when roads are resurfaced or 
road markings refreshed, white bar marking are not reintroduced or refreshed. 
 
 


