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Name numbers Date type

NRC womens network 10 22.5.23 workshop 

priory park -abide careers group 20 1.6.23 workshop 

Lawry House 10 4.6.23 workshop 

WOA SAINSBURYS 40 12.6.23 Community stall

WOA NP RAIL 20 13.6.23 Community stall

WOA Tottenham HR 20 14.6.23 Community stall

WOA Tottenham HR 20 15.6.23 Community stall

WOA Tottenham High road 20 16.6.23 Community stall

Commerce road 15 15.6.23 workshop 

LUOS 10 15.6.23 meeting

Library network meeting 30 20.6.23 meeting

SNT 200 LEAFLETS GIVEN 3.7.23 police

Connected communities meeting 30 21.6.23 meeting

Coombes croft lib 15 22.6.23 Library drop in 

St Anns 15 22.6.23 Library drop in 

HCDG 30 27.6.23 meeting

Marcus Garvey 60 29.6.23 Library drop in 

Commerce road- surveying easy read 10 29.6.23 meeting

Wood Green Library 50 4.7.23 Library drop in 

community tensions group 15 5.7.23 meeting

Leadership network 35 6.7.23 workshop 

Stroud Green library 15 6.7.23 Library drop in 

All Cllrs briefing 15 6.7.23 workshop 

RISE in Green Youth workshop 20 7.7.23 workshop 

Harmony Hall workshop 15 12.7.23 workshop 

Multi Faith Forum 5 13.7.23 workshop 

Bruce grove YP workshop 20 14.7.23 workshop 

Older peoples ref group 15 17.7.23 meeting

A new Met for London event - hate crime table 15 18.7.23 meeting

Physical disabilities 15 19.7.23 meeting

Borough wide NHW 40 19.7.23 workshop 

Antwerp Arms - Nick 1 25.7.23 Community stall

SCALD 15 25.7.23 meeting

WOA TPL 20 24.7.23 Community stall

WOA 20 25.7.24 Community stall

WOA 20 26.7.25 Community stall

WOA 20 27.7.26 Community stall

Antwerp arms community session 20 1.8.23 Community stall

HC Awareness training 20 4.8.23 training

Cllr briefing 1 4.8.23 workshop 

west green road traders 5 9.8.23 workshop 

well being walk 10 10.8.23 Community stall

Wood Green Library 15 10.8.23 Library drop in 

Dunns bakery 1 10.8.23 meeting

Alex Park lib 10 15.8.23 Library drop in 

Muswell Hill SNB 1 16.8.23 meeting

hornsey library 20 17.7.23 Library drop in 
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https://tfl.gov.uk/info-for/media/press-releases/2023/january/new-campaign-encourages-customers-to-look-out-for-sexual-harassment-and-support-others-on-public-transport
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best way to 

prevent hate crime is through investing in our young people, with targeted interventions 

throughout school. This also means working towards ending exclusions in schools which again 

focus on punishment, rather than encouraging young people to feel included and take 

responsibility for their actions.
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Shaping Community Safety and Hate Crime Survey: 
Violence Against Women and Girls 

Lived Experience Analysis 

Content Warning 
The content in this report is emotionally challenging as it discusses topics such as Domestic Abuse 

and Sexual Violence and the lived experience of these crimes. If you believe that you will find the 

discussion to be distressing or activating of trauma, you may choose to not read any further beyond 

this point.  

If you are affected by any of the topics discussed in this section, please know that you are not alone 

and you can seek help and support from the agencies listed at the end of this report. Please go to 

www.haringey.gov.uk/VAWG to find a service to support you or call either the Haringey Domestic 

Abuse Helpline on 0300 012 0213 (Mon-Fri, 10am-5.30pm) or Hearthstone Domestic Abuse Services 

on 0208 489 3411 (Mon-Fri, 9am-4pm). 

Domestic Abuse 
Many respondents referred to their experience of Domestic Abuse. Most cases featured personal 

experience, however, there were also a number of responses from those who have witnessed 

friends or family experience it. Responses included many reports of physical violence and assault; 

both inside and outside of the home. This was frequently reported as happening on more than one 

occasion and in several cases was reported as a frequent occurrence.  

Some of these cases are historic and were experienced or witnessed by respondents as children. 

Other respondents described situations where intimate partners had erratic and volatile anger that 

resulted in chronic fear; a sense of ‘walking on eggshells’ classic of abusive dynamics. 

There were also several incidents of coercive control reported, including emotional, psychological, 

and economic abuse. Respondents often spoke of experiencing ‘gaslighting,’ which is described as a 

form of psychological manipulation used in order to make somebody doubt their own memory, 

judgement, and sanity. It works to erode a victim’s confidence and increase their isolation and 

vulnerability, thereby increasing the abuser’s control 1. 

Street Harassment 
For the majority of people who had experienced or witnessed a form of VAWG, this included street 

harassment. A number of responses highlighted the fact there were too many instances of street-

based harassment to recall all, and it is normalised to such an extent that it is experienced as a daily 

 
1 https://www.solacewomensaid.org/have-you-heard-about-gaslighting/ 
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occurrence. On a large number of occasions, the victims were teenagers; sometimes experiencing 

street harassment when they were in their school uniform.  

Most incidents would happen on a public street and often involving a group of boys or men. This 

would mainly involve catcalling and whistling, unwanted attention, staring, and inappropriate 

comments. Many cases would involve men shouting sexualised comments from passing vehicles. 

There were also many occasions where women spoke about incidents where they were followed by 

unknown men; sometimes to their front door and sometimes until they entered buildings such as 

shops as a means to lose or evade the individual following them.  

Rape and Sexual Assault 
A number of residents reported being the victim/survivor of sexual assault or knowing a 

victim/survivor of sexual assault.  

There were several cases of groping and inappropriate touching, including on intimate areas. This 

often was reported to happen in public spaces, on public transport, and in the street. In some cases, 

it happened in people’s own homes. The perpetrators were often known by the victim/survivor, 

including partners, family members, and people in figures of authority and/or positions of trust to 

the victim/survivor. Some responses described a perpetrator who was unknown to the victim but 

had been invited into their home. This reflects the national trend that in cases of rape and sexual 

assault, the perpetrator is usually known to the victim. According to the Office for National Statistics 

(ONS), for the years ending March 2017 and March 2020 combined, victims who experienced sexual 

assault by rape or penetration since the age of 16 years were most likely to be victimised by their 

partner or ex-partner (44%). This was closely followed by someone who was known to them other 

than a partner or family member (37%), which includes friends (12%) and dates (10%). In 

comparison, more than one in seven women (15%) reported being assaulted by a stranger.2 

A number of residents reported incidents of ‘stealthing,’ a form of sexual violence in which a 

condom is removed without consent. Whilst not a legal term, stealthing is recognised as rape under 

English and Welsh law and has resulted in rape convictions.  

Some women described feeling as though their experiences were “too minor” to report to the 

police. Indeed, we know that the vast majority of incidents of sexual assault go unreported due to a 

variety of reasons. The ONS states that fewer than one in six (16%) of victims who experienced 

sexual assault by rape or penetration (including attempts) since the age of 16 reported the assault to 

the police. Of those that told someone but not the police, 40% stated embarrassment as a reason for 

not reporting, 38% did not think the police could help, and 34% thought it would be humiliating3. 

There is more information on why respondents did not report their experiences of VAWG to the 

police under Question 10.  

 

 

 
2 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/natureofsexualassaultbyra
peorpenetrationenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020 
3 
https://www.ons.gov.uk/peoplepopulationandcommunity/crimeandjustice/articles/natureofsexualassaultbyra
peorpenetrationenglandandwales/yearendingmarch2020 
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 Public Transport 

Public Transport overwhelmingly presented as a recurring theme throughout the responses. As 

such, it is indicative that public transport stations and vehicles such as tubes, trains, and buses are 

hotspots for sexual harassment and other forms of VAWG.  

A substantial number of respondents spoke of occasions where they experienced a type of VAWG 

crime either on public transportation or at transport hubs. This included several violent and 

sexualised threats made against women and girls on tube carriages, trains, buses, and at train 

platforms and bus stops. There were also many respondents who spoke of witnessing it happening 

to others. In some cases, this involved large groups of men, and incidents also involved misogynistic 

and sexist comments as well as harassment and intimidating behaviour. A common theme was men 

intentionally invading women’s personal space; either when sitting or standing. Sometimes, 

unnecessarily rubbing themselves up against women. A number of these cases were reported to 

both the Metropolitan Police and the British Transport Police.  

Again, respondents said that they had experienced groping and unwanted touching of a sexual 

nature on public transport. Additionally, respondents also reported being followed once they had 

got off the transport. Responses claimed that VAWG happens on public transport both at nighttime 

and in broad daylight.  

A number of respondents spoke of indecent exposure. This includes incidents where men exposed 

their genitals to women without consent, as well as cases where men masturbated in front of them. 

The Sexual Offences Act 2003 affirms that someone commits exposure if they intentionally expose 

their genitals and intend that someone will see them and be caused alarm or distress. As such, some 

responses were describing a criminal offence that had taken place, whilst going onto say that they 

did not report it to the police.  

There were also cases where respondents were raped on public transport, including rapes with 

multiple perpetrators described by respondents as ‘gang rape.’ This is an extremely distressing crime 

and brutally highlights that the most extreme forms of VAWG are occurring in public spaces within 

the borough. Society requires a holistic, proactive, coordinated community response to VAWG in 

order to uproot sexist attitudes and eradicate misogyny in all forms and prevent the escalation to 

such horrific crimes.  

Misogyny 
A number of women have experienced misogyny; both in public from strangers and from people in 

figures of authority. Many responses described how the harassment they experience stems from 

misogyny and has been so normalised that is deeply embedded into the fabric of society. 

Racism / Intersectionality 
Some respondents recognised a racist element to the misogyny and abuse they faced, including 

islamophobia and xenophobia, which highlights the intersecting factors impacting experiences of 

VAWG. 

Experiencing or Witnessing VAWG as a Child 
A number of incidents occurred whilst victims were children. This included sexual assault, groping, 

physical abuse, and having people indecently expose themselves in front of them.  
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Respondents also described witnessing Domestic Abuse in the home as a child. Experiencing 

domestic abuse in childhood, including growing up with a parent experiencing or using abusive 

behaviours against an intimate partner or family member, can result in trauma with long term 

physical and emotional impacts. The Domestic Abuse Act (2021), groundbreaking legislation to 

tackling Domestic Abuse in England and Wales, recognises children as victims in their own right. 

Therefore, a child (under 18 years old) who sees, hears, or experiences the effects of domestic abuse 

and is related to the victim or the suspect is also to be regarded as a victim. 

Thank you. 

We’re incredibly grateful to everybody who shared their experiences of VAWG with us in this survey. 

Speaking out about what happened to you or to people you care about, even within an anonymous 

survey, can be incredibly difficult. We recognise your courage and thank you for taking the time and 

emotional energy to contribute to this consultation, and we’ll ensure that your input shapes the 

work we do to eradicate VAWG in Haringey. 
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4.  
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