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Director of Urban Environment Niali Bolger Haringey

Agenda item:

Report to Overview and Scrutiny Committee on 17 March 2008

Report Title: Progress Update on the Scrutiny Review of repairs to highways and
footpaths.

Report of: Niall Bolger, Director of Urban Environment

Wards(s) affected: All Report for: Non Key decision

1. Purpose

1.1 To provide a further update as requested by Overview and Scrutiny Committee in
October 2007 on the report on progress in achieving the recommendations of the
March 2006 Scrutiny Report on repairs to highways and footpaths.

1.2 To inform members of the progress on the Highways Asset Management Plan and
the implementation plan which is being separately reported to Cabinet on 18 March.

2. Recommendations
It is recommended that the Committee:

2.1 Notes progress to date in addressing the recommendations of the scrutiny report on
repairs to highways and footpaths.

2.2 Notes the further action to be taken.

- v _ . /A
eport Authorised by: Niall Bolger, Director of Urban Environment / %
VoaaVdP

Contact Officer: Mike Tobin, Interim Head of Highways Services : Telephon%208
1777

3. Local Government (Access to Information) Act 1985
Background documents:

3.1 Executive Responses to Scrutiny Review of Repairs to Highways - 25 July 2006

3.2 Streetscene Business Plan 2007/8




3.3 Scrutiny Committee Report 22 October 2007

4.  Strategic Implications

4.1 The Government’s national target to resolve the current backlog of highways
maintenance was 2010 although this will not be achieved. The need for Highways
Asset Management Plans however are likely to become an important part of future
funding requirements. Improving the condition of the road infrastructure is a priority in
the Council Plan and measures of improving the condition of roads and pavements
are key performance indicators. The recommendations of the Scrutiny Report can
contribute to achieving this priority and improved performance.

5.  Financial Implications

5.1 A number of recommendations of the Scrutiny Review relate to the development of a
Highways Asset Management Plan and using this to secure additional investment for
pavements and carriageways. A report on the Highways Asset Management Plan is at
Cabinet on 18 March.

5.2 The 2008/09 budget allocation for the planned maintenance of roads and pavements
forms the basis of the Highways work plan which is also at Cabinet on 18 March.

6. Legal Implications

6.1 The Highway Authority has a duty of care under The Highways Act 1980 to maintain
the public highway for safe use by all.

6.2 The New Roads and Street Works Act 1991 (NRSWA) make Utility Companies entirely
responsible for the management of their street works. The legislation empowers local
highway authorities to improve co-ordination of road works to the benefit of road
users and residents.

6.3 The Traffic Management Act 2004 places a statutory duty on all local authorities to
expedite the movement of traffic (including pedestrians and cyclists) safely on its own
and the networks of neighbouring boroughs and Transport for London’s network.

7. Equalities Implications
7.1 The Council’'s Equal Opportunities Policy requires services to be provided to all
stakeholders. It is therefore imperative that highway locations are adequately

maintained to ensure safe use by all categories of highway users.

7.2 The Disability Discrimination Act also requires highway authorities to ensure that safe
access is provided disabled users of the public highway. It is important that highway



9.1

9.2

9.3

locations are adequately maintained to avoid contraventions of the stipulations of this
Act

Consultation
N/A

Background

Overview and Scrutiny conducted a review of the council’s process and procedures
for repairs to highways and footpaths in March 2006. The purpose of the review was
primarily to focus on repairs; maintenance and communication issues affecting the
Highways Service.

A report containing the executive responses to the report’s recommendations was
presented to the Cabinet of the Council in July 2006. The Cabinet agreed the report’s
recommendations and requested that these were incorporated within the Streetscene
Business Plan for 2007/08.

The 2007/08 Streetscene Business Plan was produced in April 2007 and contains
actions to take forward these recommendations. An update of progress in
implementing the recommendations and further action planned were detailed in a
report to this Committee in October 2007. This has been updated again ready for this
Committee and is attached as Appendix 1.

10. Conclusion

10.1Improving the condition of the road network and infrastructure is a key priority for the

council and the recommendations detailed in the Scrutiny Report have provided a
useful contribution towards improving our services delivered to achieve this aim.

10.2 It is recommended that the Committee notes progress on the recommendations of the

11.

scrutiny report and further action planned.

Use of Appendices / Tables / Photographs
Appendix 1 - Update on implementation of recommendations of the Scrutiny Review
on repairs to highways and pavements in Haringey
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